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The 2" Australian Police Rugby Union National Championships were hosted by the
Victorian Police Rugby Club at the Melbourne University Rugby Club grounds in
Parkville, Melbourne from the 12" to 16™ May 2008.

Players competing in these Championships were all open for selection in the Australian
Police team to tour New Zealand from the 27" July to 8" August 2008.

Teams from Queensland, Western Australia and Victoria were represented across the
four days. While it was unfortunate that teams from New South Wales and the
Australian Federal Police were not able to attend, players from New South Wales did
attend and in the spirit of rugby, filled vacant positions for all teams. Some even scored
tries for Queensland!!!

Queensland and Western Australia opened the tournament, with Queensland starting as
favourites against the unknown West Australian ‘Wasps’. The West Australians had only
had one training run prior to the game and the Queenslanders were able to exploit their
uncertainty in attack and defence.

The Queensland forward pack were dominantly led by tight head prop Gary McNeil and
Captain Nathan Ross.

Western Australia showed their determination and continued to push on through the
tireless work of Captain and Number 8 Matt Aiken. Stefan Chirila from Victoria was also
impressive in his short time on the field at fullback.

Queensland finished off the game scoring 4 tries to 1 in their 22 to 5 victory.

The Victorian Vikings fielded a team on day 2 to take on the Western Australian ‘Wasps’
which was assisted by players backing up from Queensland and those New South
Welshmen who had made the trip just to play.
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The Wasps played like a different team to that which played the Queenslanders the day
before, which must have been the result of their earlier training session on the roof of
the backpackers they were staying in!!!

Western Australia were much better drilled in attack, with their half-back Michael
Whitney backing up his try against Queensland with another against Victoria. Once
again, Matt Aiken was everywhere in attack and defence, leading from the front and
never giving up. Travis Wilson and Nick Filter were good at the back, as was Adam
Tippman in the lineouts.

The Victorian side played well with Mick Paterson at half-back and Stuart Coyle at fly-
half doing well to organise players who had little time to gel together. Adam Clift from
New South Wales was dangerous when running with the ball in the second half scoring
both of their tries, showing his pace and ability to break tackles. Ashley Hager at tight
head also played well in a losing team.

Western Australia scored 5 tries to 2 beating Victoria 31 to 14.

The Queenslanders were back on Day 3 to play the Victorian Vikings who were
determined to put up a good fight in what was expected to be a lop-sided game.
Queensland seemed to be a bit slow out of the blocks for this game and may have
thought the competition was going to be a little easier than it was.

The Victorian forward pack were keen to take it right up to the Queenslanders, with
New South Wales front rowers Wes Leseberg and Brad Smith earning the nicknames
‘Barney’ and ‘Bam-Bam’ along with a cult following from some of the spectators.

Once again Mick Paterson kept popping up all over the park using his speed to prevent
2 tries to the Queenslanders and scoring one himself along with Joey Vuwai. Victoria
went into half-time full of confidence leading 12 — 10, perhaps assisted by Queensland
Captain Nathan Ross receiving a yellow card. A major boil over seemed to be on the
cards.

Queensland came out in the second half a much more disciplined side scoring 3 second
half tries to nil. Mario La Rosa in the centres was hard to stop as was half-back Ropati
Nosalio, helping them rack up a 29 to 12 score line and confirming them a spot in the
final against the W.A Wasps.

The Victorians had done a fantastic job of putting on some great weather for the first 3
days, but that all fell in a heap on day 4. Players were greeted with cold temperatures
and an icy wind blowing from the South, which was going to make it difficult for them.
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Once again, the Queenslanders started favourites after their previous 2 games, but the
improving Wasps were not going to let a bigger more mobile forward pack dominate
them.

Again, the Queenslanders started slowly and were shocked to see themselves down 7 —
nil early after a try to Captain Matt Aiken which was converted by half-back Michael
Whitney. Unfortunately for the Wasps, centre Simon Smith was yellow carded mid way
through the first half, allowing Queensland to score 2 tries through half-back Ropati
Nosalio and Victorian substitute Sam Yakopo. They went to the break 10 — 7 up.

The Wasps were still confident of taking the challenge up to the Queenslanders in the
second half, but when centre Simon Smith earned a second yellow card early on after
the break, the writing was on the wall. They continued to try hard throughout the rest
of the game, with Hooker Wes Leseberg surprising the crowd as much as himself with a
big left foot step as he made a break down the left touch line.

When the Queenslanders scored their final try through New South Wales replacement
prop Paul Edwards, the game was out of reach. The final score ended up as 15 - 7.

The Australian Team selected to tour New Zealand in August 2008 are:

Brad Beddoes — NSW Clint Brown — NSW

Adam Clift — NSW Joe Toohey — Queensland

Paul Edwards — NSW Gary McNeil — Queensland
Michael Paterson — Victoria Nick Filter — Western Australia
Jeremy Staunton — Aust. Federal Police Matt Aiken — Western Australia
Tim Montgomery — NSW Shanon Hardgrave — NSW
Brad Jackson — NSW Mick Cantrell — NSW

Michael Whitney — Western Australia Travis Wilson — Western Australia
Stefan Chirila — Victoria Mario La Rosa — Queensland
Julian Purcell — Queensland Brendan O’Brien — Queensland
Gary Pearse — Queensland John Munro — Queensland
Josh Mason — Queensland Aaron Green — Queensland
Wayne Vincent — South Australia Matt Fitzgerald — NSWP

Adam Tippman — Western Australia Nathan Ross — Queensland

Damien McCance — Queensland

The A.P.R.U. Executive Committee would like to thank all those players and officials
involved in these our 2" National Championships for your participation and efforts to
make these games a success.

Special Thanks must go to Graeme Simpfendorfer, his wife Jenny and colleague Kerry
Mulligan from Victoria Police for their hospitality and the after game activities they
organised for the players and supporters, including the presentation function at the
Queensbridge Hotel.
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Thanks also go to Victoria’s Chief Commissioner of Police, Christine Nixon APM for
taking time out of her schedule to formally open the Championships.

Thanks to Kerry’s father for taking a large group on a tour of the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

Thanks to the referee’s, Hamish Bertram, Matt Hall, Paul McKay and Paul Rae from
Rugby Victoria for their involvement.

As always, the Thanks of all the players must go to former NSW Police Officer Brian
Holborow for the support given to all teams with strapping, physio and other medical
needs.

Without the work of all of these people, the National Championships would not be
possible.

Chris Whalley
A.P.R.U. Secretary.
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